Burning questions in heart failure management: why do surgeons and interventional cardiologists talk of regenerative cell therapy?
That cardiac regeneration is remotely feasible elicits thoughts of curing one of the most debilitating of human diseases. The term stem cell brings to the surface many hopes, and concerns, among physicians and the public alike, both of which have come to expect frequent advances in medical therapeutics. The evolution of public opinion toward embryonic stem cell research is clear and positive, and, unfortunately, overshadows, even confuses, that of adult stem cells, despite their use in essentially all clinical studies of cardiovascular disease to date. Strange, perhaps, that the voices of cardiovascular specialists are not to be heard.